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ABSTRACT 3
This document presents a study of the effects of
father absence upon the academic achievement of black children.
Children in remedial reading and math programs from 20 Title I
schools in a single midwestern metropolitan school district were

' studied. The father absence rate for black childresn in this school
system averaged 30%. The study indicates that children.from father
absent homes are over represented in the Title I remedial reading
program. Banging from a low of 48.38% in the 5th grade to a high of
70.14% in the 3rd grade, their overall percentage is 58.17, nearly
double the expectancy. An analysis of the Title I remedial math
program reveals a similar pattern. With an expectancy of 30X, black
children from father absent homes range from a low of 49.29% in the
5th grade, to a high of 64.51% in the 4th grade, with an average of
56.75%. No attempt was made to ascertain the percentage of white
children from father absent homes in Title I remedial programs
because no referent on which to base expectancy was available for
this population. Nationally, the rate of father absence in white
families is slightly over 10%. The over representation of black
children from father absent homes in the Title I remedial progranm
would tend to support the notiom that father absence does have a
definite effect upon some children's academic achievenent.
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Although there has been a recent emphasis upon the early education
of children ‘53;‘ pa.réntsg most éf the efforts have centered upon the tasks
of the mcﬁher;_ This appears to be logiecal since most of ‘the interactions
of young cl%ildﬁteaadults are with the mother or a mother subétituteg

As the banner for equality of educational opportunity is hgis‘égd
for children from low income backg*aﬁﬁds; continued efforts upon working
with méthers to help tﬁéif children towards school readﬁ:’zes% is apparent.
For young cﬁilﬂren; these efforta appear to demonstrate pgsif-ivg results
in the primary grades, only to be lost in middle and upper gr—ades, as

' judged by a careful study of achiavement test scores in Title I schools
and the never—é,nc]ing nmunber of remedisl reading and remedial math pﬁég
grams,’

Too often, the symptoms of the problem are treated, but not the
causeg., In the case of disadvantaged black children in Title I schools,
the response to educational failure has been the enactment of more ela-
borate schemes for remediation. For the most pa:c‘t!, these efforts have
had limited results. Some of the lack of success of remeéiai programs

~ may be due to thé ais;régaré of &n important variable which may have &
distinet effect upon the educational achievemenf of black disadvantaged

i ymmgster%gfathe;ﬁa,.]:)_g_egee; The increasﬁe in black families headed by a
woman has risen at a.n ala;ﬁing .rate; In 195@,.&@2@:‘@5.’115 to the U.S.
Bureau of the Censu;, only 17.5% of all non-white families were headed by
a female, as compared with 8.5% for white families. By i975, 10.5% of
all white families were headed by a female, but for the non-white group,

this had increased to 35-3%;2




élihnugh the cenditién Qf.father abaence am@ﬁg blacks has a long-
éféﬁdiﬂg tradition dating back to siavéry in Amerigag mariy social scien-
tists had predicted that as blach.mén were afféréed greater job opportun-
ities in arsagiet? characterized by white racism; the rate of faﬁher-ab;

sence would decline., Blacku still lag behind whites in most sccial and

economic areas, LSut such changes as increased employment, including greater

movement into higher parving white ealiar, eraftsm%n and,épef&tive Jobs,
and impressive advances in.éducatienal attainmént{‘gsfggllﬁas-incféased

black college enrollment, fail to éxplain the t-remendaus ga.in of father

i

-

'absence in black family atruntures.
Rather than sgeeulate upon the pﬁén@mépgn of iﬂgreasing.father ab-
sence among black fa@iliég; the thrust of this study is to acknowledge
its presence and to iéak at the posaible effects af thié condition on
. the educational achievement of children. '
| A review of the literature regarding the effeats of father absengew_
rré’veals a mixed pattém. While Moynihan's h:.gh.l?‘ controversial répgrt,

% —

The Negro Egmi;‘}' The Case for Natlanal Action makes a strong case for

+the prableﬁs reaulting from fathar absent homes -in several areas, it
fails to make mention of studies regardihg the academle ;chievement of
black youngsters. Other studies, héwévgr,'afe available,

One such study Df‘é@vghilérén in a pre-school pragfam from low
income black families by Mgégie and cthers,h fauﬁd that subjects ffcmw
father££§esent homes did better as evidenced by test peffciﬁanée on
geveral instruments. Thgy alzo coneluded that althaugh the income
level of father present hcmes was almost d@uﬁle those of the father agl'

sent type, the correiation between income and I.Q. was only .17.

" o i
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7 Deutsch and Brown feundth&t for males, femaiea‘ and the combined
group, 1.Q. scores of both Hhi*t;é and Negro children were higher for those
from father present homes. The study reveals an average intelligence
score of 97.83 for children from father present homes as compared wi‘th

Another study by Deutsghé of 200 fourth, fifth, and aixth grade
children from low income families in a 99% Negro school, led hm to con-
elude that although fatherless children scored signifieantly lower on
school achievement tests, the broken home factor was not the basic deter-
minant of group differences. |

Gclemg;;!z\ regarded the effects of father absence insignificantly re- -
lated to sehac::l, perfamance except for youngsters from Puerto Rican,
Chinese, or Mexican subgroups. A second analysis of the Coleman data
by Tabler and Dtheré_g led them to state that children i,;ff:m father absent
homes ségrgd jower than children frém 'fa‘l::her’pfésent homes, but that all
scoreg relative to father absence were maig&:;i;;ant ﬁhéﬂ compared with
race differences,

Using the Galeﬁzaﬂ model for a study of 2600 white and nonwhite
studenta in gradsa,one, three, six, and eight;, Wilsang i'mmd mixed re-
gult& Comparing low SES students having high grades in English, he
found that both Negro and white "fathgr—_ absent bﬁ?'g scored better than
father present boya. Additi@nallyp it was found on verbal test scores P
» that father absent boys scored signigicantly higher in thitd é‘s&e;
lower in sixthgrade, and no significant difference in tlie‘fis,i-‘"st and

eighth grades, Wilson stated that the results were sc mixed é.s to defy

b5}



interpretation, concluding that father absence ia not a eritical wvariable
in regards to achool performance.

Studying children in a "typical" Harlem school leé,Maekler1_ to con-
clude that school achievement was not significantly related té father
absence. | |

A study by Wasaérman11 of Negro boys in a low income housing project
from 117 families found no differences related to father absence in school
aihievemegt or school attitudes.. | -
However, a study by Peterson and gthérs12 of almosat 600 ﬁayg from

low income families found that:

Although it 1s necessary to exercise caution in interpreting
_the 'direct effect of family type on achievement due to a host

Tt

"of other factors probably associated with family degeription,
23 ' Jthe findings suggest a positive association betwe;g intaect
family and achievement, particularly for Negroes.

Herzog and Sugiai4 after reviewing a mumber of studies concerned with

fathe; absence stated the following:

Father absence in itself would show significant relatigﬁﬁfg
poorer school achievement, if relevant variables (ineluding
type of father absence and SES) were adequately controlled.

o Sgiara16 studied the achievement test scores in reading and math of

;1{

over 1000 inner-city black fourth graders over a two year period and
found statistically significant differences favoring the academic achieve~
ment of both boys and glrls from father present homes. Father absence had
a much greater effect in this study upon both boys and girls whose meas=
ured I.Q. acore was over 100. |

Pagt studies fail to arrive at consistent conelusions regarding the

‘effeets of father absence upon the academic achievement of black children.
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Againat this perplexing background of infarmatién, the author decided to
examine the possible effects of father sbsence by analyzing the represen-
tatiorn of black children in the remedlial reading and remedial math pro-
grams of 20 Title I schools in a Siﬁglé midwestern metropolitan school
district.

Eight of the most deprived schools in this schaai digtriet had been
previously (1972) included in model cities schools. From evaluation-
reporta of theae schgcls, the father absence r%te iniblack families had
ﬁéen established at 30 percent. Using this figure as a referent, the
question of degree of representation of black j@ungstérs from fatﬁer ab—~
sent homes in rémedigl’prcgrams could be énswerédi

It was:hygathesized that un&erarepresentgticﬂ (or a figure 1éSSsthan~
30 percent) or average representation (around the 30 ﬁereént figure)
would demonstrate that father absence had no effect upon the edueatiénal
achievement of black children in these Title I schools. Conversely,
Bverﬁrepfeéentatiéﬁ of black children from father absent homes, in Title I
remedial programs would demonstrate the éffect of this condition upon
student achievement. |

Children placed in Title I remedial prcgrams.iﬁ this school distriet
are those who are judged to be of normal intelligence, but whose achieve-
mént tests scores are below average.

A removal of the scores of white children from the list of those in’
the Title I remedial reading program, allowed the separation of the re-
maining scores of  black children to be divided into those from father ab-

sent homes and those from father. present homes. This ié shown in Table 1.



TABLE I
" A BREAKDOWN OF THE FAMILY STATUS

READING PROGRAM 1974-1975

Grade No, of Children From No. of Children'Fram
Level Father Absent Hom=s Percent PFather Present Homes Percent Total

i
N I —— - - P

13 54.16 11 45,83 2l -
7 70,14 20 29485 67
4C S4.79 33 . 45.20 73.
45 48,38 .48 51,61 93
— 63.41 15 5 W
8,17

T il o
N
o]

41,81

Ghild?én from father abseﬁt homes are definitely over-represented in
the Title I Remedial Reading Program, Ranging from a low of 48.38 per-
cent in the 5th grade to a high of 70,14 percent in the 3rd grade, their
overall percentage is 58.17, nearly double the expectancy.

An analysis of the Title I remedisl math program reveaiéma gimilar

pattern. This is shown in Table 2.

TABLE 2
A BREAKDOWN OF THE FAMILY STATUS
OF BLACK CHILDREN IN THE TITLE I
REMEDIAL MATH PROGRAM 1974-1975

Grade No. of Children From No. of Children From
Level PFather Absent Homes Percent PFather Present Homes Percent Total

60 64,51 33 35.48 93
49.29 26 50,70 - 71

5;5 | ar - %EEE, 62
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With an expectancy of 3C percent, Black ehildren-fram father absent
hgﬁes range from a low of 49.29 percent in the 5th grade, to a high of
64,51 percent in the 4th gréde in the remedial math gfagfém,'with'an
-average of 56,75 percent. Over-representation in the remedial math pro-
gram is evident. | :

No attempt was made to ascertain the percentage of white children
from faéher absent homes in Title I femedial programs beecause no refer-~
ent on which to base expectancy was available for this population.
Nationally, the rate of father absence in white families is sligntly
over 10 percent. If this figuré were used (and is reliable ror this
p@pﬁiatiaﬁ), it appears that ﬁhite eﬁildreﬁ from father absent hémes would
be over represented also in the Title I remedial programs.

The over-representation of black children from father absent homes
ig ?he Title I remedial programa would tend taiauppart thé ﬁatian that
father absence does have a definite effect upon some children's academic
achievement. Caution must be used in any attempt to generalize this gfféet
in remedial programe only, knowledge of the academie performance of other
black children from father absent homes-in these 20 Title I schools is
not known, A comparison of this type could produce additional informa-
tion which gight strengthen or weaken the coneclusions ffam the study
of black children in Title I remedial pragfams-;

To many, this is sensitive data which is difficult or impossible to
obtain from sghaa; distriects who fear they may be vi@lating federal laws

regarding the right to mrivacy act.
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Some educators may adopt a "so what" attitude, citing the fgct that
schools cannot change the condition of father absence in the homes of
children, Yet, can schools profess to be moving in the direction of
"equality of educational opportunity" and fail to study or ignore this
rapidly growing condition among low income black families? Father pres-—
ence would seem to foster greater cohesiveness of family, a greater

variety of family activities, a greater quantity of adult-child verbal

These characteristics of family life are activities which are directly
related to academic achievement of children and are of the type commonly
found in the present approaches of those who seek to increase the parént'

role in the educational process of children.

iy

further studies deignstrate the negative influence of father
absence upon the academic achievement of black youngsters, then cer-

. tainly compensatory education programs will be morally obliged to
attempt measures which overcome this home condition. A recently pﬁblished
gtudy by Heﬂryl7 in whieh boys who were fé§d to by their fathers for fhev
six month period jimmediately preceding entrance into first grade sé@red '
sign%ficantly higher on predictor instruments for first grade reading
achievement than boys read to by their mothers, or boys in an ugplaﬂned
situation for the same period. When one considers the preponderance of
instructional gnd supportive servicea in compensatory educational pfaﬁ
grams which are conducted by females, then the possibility of the need
for malec influence as a catalyst for accelerated growth in academic

achievement, for-some children, looms as a potentiazl consideration.

10



3.

5:

9.

FOOTNOTES

U.S. Bureau of the Census, Current Population Reports, Serieas P-23,
No. 42, The Social and Economic Status of the Black Population in the

United States;'§971 Washington, D.C.: U.S. Department of Commerce,

Bureau of the Census, Social and Economic Statistics Adminstration,

- July, 1972, p. 100.

U.S. Bureau of the Census, Current Population Reports, Series P-23,
No. 54, The Social and Economic Status of the Black P Population in the

United States, 1974, Washington, D.C.: U.S. Department of Commerce,
Bureau of the Census, ‘Social and Economic Statistics Adminstration,

July, 1975, p. 107.

Paul Barton and Daniel P, Moynihan, The Negro Familys The Case for
National Action, Office of Policy, Planﬂ;ng, and Research, U.S.

Department of Labor, March, 1965.

James B, Mackie, Anable D. Maxwell, and Frank T. Rafferty, "Psycholog-
ical Development of Culturally Disadvantaged Negro Kindergarten Chil-
dren: A Study of the Selective Influence of Family and School Vari-
ables." Draft of paper presented at American Orthapsychlatric Assoc=
iation Meeting, March, 1967. .

Martin Deutsch and Bert Brown, "Social Differences in NEgrQ4Whité
Intelligence anferenees,“ Journal of Social Issues, April 1964,
Vol. 20, No. 2, pp. 24-35.

Martin Deutach, "Minority Group and Class Status as Related to Socisal
and Peraonality Factors in Scholastic Aechievement,"” The Society for
Applied Antrhopology, Monograph No, 2, Ithaca, N.Y.: Cornell Univer-
sity, 1960, ,

James S. Coleman and others, Equality of Edueatianal Gppartun;t y
U.S. Department of Health, Education, and WElfare, Office of Education
0E-38001, National Center for Educational Statisties, Washlngton,'

‘DeC.: VU.S. Government Printing Office, 1966.

Kenneth A. Tabler, Eugene E. Hixson, and Elmer F. Collins, Element

and Secondary Student Characteristics, Analytic Note Number 81,

Washington, D.C.: National Center for Educational Statisties, Office
of Education, March, 1968.

Alan B, Wilson, "Educational Consequences of Segregation in a Cali-
fornia Community." Appendix C~3, Racial Isolation in the Public
Schools, Washington D.C.: U.S. Cormission on Civil Rights, 1067.
(pp.1650206) ., .

11



10.

1z,

13,
14,

17.

Bernard Mackler, The Little Black School House: Success and Failure
in A Ghetto School, Department of Urban Affairs, Hunter Callege of
the City University of New York. Final Report, 1969,

Herbert L. Wasserman, "Father-Absent and Father-Present Families:
A Comparative Study of Family Functioning," Unpublished doctoral
dissertation, Brandeis University, 1968. A

Richard A. Fetarsan, Larry DeBard Claire L. Petersnn, and Susa.n K.

;gzgance af‘ Disad*faﬂtaged Ecys, Nasﬂnlle- Institutc on Mental REE

tardation and Intellectual Development, George Peabody College for
Teachers, 1966,

Ibidip Ds 25-

Elizabeth Herzog and Cecelia E. Sudia, Boys in Fatherless Homes,
U.S. Department of Health, Education, and We:Lfare, Office of Child
Development, Children's Bureau, 1970.

Ibid., p. 61l.

Frank J. Seiara, "Effects of Father Absence on the Educational
Achievement of Urban Black Children," Child Study Journal, Winter,
1975, pp. 45-55.

Bertram Henry, TFather to Son Reading: Its Effeets on Boy's Reading
Achievement,” doctoral dissertation, Syracuse University, N. Y.,
1974. (ExiC microfiche ED 110 947)




Abetreet .

Fether Aheeﬂee, .An Gverleeked
- Factor in the lack of. Aeh;.evement a
g ef Eleek Ghildreﬂ m Tltle I Sehcele o

: Studiea ﬂi‘ the pest preeent eeni‘lief.ing i‘inﬁmge regerding the effeete,

7. e:t‘ fether ebsenee upen the eeedem.e achievement of bleek ehllﬂ;ren. Ln S
thj.e etudy, eh:;ld:en in remediel reeding end meth pregﬂeme fmm 20 Tit.le

eeheele in a einsle midweetem metrepaliten eeheel dletriet were etudied.w

S ThE father absence’ rate for bleel; chididren in th:.s semﬂl Eystem averagede_, .

}D pereent.. Repreeentetien of bleek eh:;ldren frem fether ebeer;'& hemee in )

remediel preg-eme beyend the 30 pereent rete weuld eppeer te subetentiete

the netlen thet fether absence deee heve a defiﬂ;te effeet upcm the eee—

| . e g eires g e s ey \; ; a e ,____:i;.,_.‘ .
*demie eeh;l.evement ef ehlldren, T e . ,‘E,. . R

_ It was i‘eumi thet 58 f:ereent of the ’Dleel: ehilclren in 'the 'I‘itle i )

' : remedj.el reading preg-em were frem :Eether ebeent hemee w;th elightly ever
56 pereent ef the same type ef ehildren i‘eund in the Ti'E.le I remediel meth :

' fpreg'em; _This is elmeet deuble the re:be ef expeete.ney. : -

, A reluetanee by pu'blie eeheele te gether or releeee thj.e B:ind ef 7

- data- ie neted, The euther etetes t.het ediitienel etud;.ee eheuld be dene

" in an effert to e.nelyze ‘the effeete ef fet.her ebeenee en eeedemie eehieve—i_;

.

‘_ ménti - ) . ‘ L : 7 - ' ‘ : ) LT

! Seheele eennat change 'bhe eend.itien ef i‘ether ebeenee in a ehild‘
heme, but to effeet equelity of edueetienel epperttmity fer eeme eluldren,“ V
they have a merel ebllgetlon te ett.empt eempeneetery meeeuree whieh help

B e e e e g iz i
B -

te overcome thie phennmenen.

13




